Këshilli Kombëtar i Integrimit Evropian në partneritet me Delegacionin e Bashkimit Evropian, Fondacionin “Shoqëria e Hapur për Shqipërinë”, Fondacionin “Friedrich Ebert Stiftung” dhe “Western Balkans Consulting”, organizoi raundin e tetë të Shkollës së Integrimit Evropian nga datat 6-10 Nëntor 2023, në ambientet e Kryesisë së Kuvendit dhe Shtëpisë së Evropës (Europe House). Këtë vit u përzgjodhën 38 pjesëmarrës nga 106 aplikantë. Për herë të parë këtij eventi i janë bashkuar on-line edhe 11 ekspertë shqipfolës nga vendet e rajonit, të cilët janë studentë të Shkollës së Diplomacisë Bruksel.


Për të tetin vit radhazi, Shkolla e Integrimit Evropian synoi të identifikojë dhe angazhojë aktorë të spikatur nga të gjitha institucionet qendrore dhe ato të pushtetit lokal, organizatat e shoqërisë civile, media, minoritetet dhe grupet e interesit, duke krijuar një grup të konsoliduar ekspertësh me njohuri të thella mbi procesin e integrimit evropian, të cilët mund të kontribuojnë në procesin e negociatave të anëtarësimit të Shqipërisë në BE.


Shkolla e Integrimit Evropian 2023, ofroi një kuadër të plotë teorik dhe praktik mbi zhvillimet më të fundit në BE, skenarët e mundshëm për të ardhmen e tij, sfidat dhe strategjitë e negociatave, rolin e shoqërisë civile dhe medias në proces, ecurinë e procesit të intregrimit të vendit, si dhe të ardhmen e procesit të zgjerimit me vendet e Ballkanit Perëndimor dhe Shqipërisë. Lektorë nga Komisioni Evropian, Universiteti i Selanikut, ekspertë ndërkombëtarë nga Brukseli, Gjermania dhe vendet e rajonit si Serbia dhe Mali i Zi, si dhe ekspertë kombëtarë nga institucione, përfaqësues të medias dhe shoqërisë civile, ndanë eksperiencën e tyre profesionale në çështjet e integrimit.


Në ceremoninë përmbyllëse të Shkollës përshëndeti Znj. Jorida Tabaku, Kryetare e Këshillit Kombëtar të Integrimit Evropian, Ambasadori Luigi Soreca, i Ngarkuari me Punë i Delegacionit të BE-së dhe Znj. Stine Klapper, Drejtoreshë Ekzekutive e “Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Tirana”, të cilët përgëzuan pjesëmarrësit dhe i inkurajuan që të jenë sa më aktivë në kontributin e tyre në rrugëtimin e vendit drejt BE-së.

Për më shumë informacion shihni më poshtë :
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- 10 November 2023

DAY 1 Venue: Assembly offices, fourth floor, Meeting room for the parliamentary groups.

6 November 2023 Moderator: Mrs. llda Zhulali, Senior Expert on EU Integration

1010 —10:30

Registration of the participants

10:30 - 11:00

Welcoming and opening remarks

Mrs. Jorida Tabaku, Chairwoman of the National Committee of European Integration.

Mr. Toni Gogu, Deputy Chairman of the National Committee of European Integration.

Mr. Andre Rizzo, Head of the EU Integration and Political section, European Union Delegation
to Albania

Mr. Genci Gjongaj, Secretary General of the Parliament.

Mrs. Stine Klapper, Executive Director of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Tirana.

11:00 — 11:35

Key note speech

Ms. Michela Matuella, Acting Director for the Western Balkans and head of Unit for Albania
and North Macedonia at the Directorate General for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement
Negotiations, European Commission

11:35 - 11:50

Questions and Answers

11:50 —12:15

Coffee Break

12115 — 13:45

Understanding the negotiations, challenges and strategies of accession

Negotiations: Serbia case. New methodology, Lessons learnt.

Mr. Srdan Majstorovic, Chairman of the European Policy Centre (CEP), former member
of the Negotiating Team for Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union in
charge of political criteria and rule of law, chapters 23 and 24.

13:45 - 14:00

Questions and Answers

14:00 — 14:50

Lunch break

14:50 - 15:50

Challenges and strategies of accession negotiations. Serbia case. Lessons learnt for
Chapter 23 and Chapter 24.

Mr. Srdan Majstorovic, Chairman of the European Policy Centre (CEP), former
member of the Negotiating Team for Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the
European Union in charge of political criteria and rule of law, chapters 23 and 24.

15:45 - 16:00

Open discussions and closing of Day 1
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7 November 2023

Venue: Assembly offices, fourth floor, Meeting room for the parliamentary groups.

Moderator: Ms Ersida Teliti, Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Tirana

8 November 2023

09:30 —10:45
10:45 - 11:00
11:00 — 11:30
11:30 — 12:20
12:20 — 12:30
12:30 — 13:30
13:30 — 13:40
13:40 — 14:20
14:20 - 15115
15:15 — 16:00

State of Play of Negotiations with EU
Ms. Adea Pirdeni, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Justice and Deputy Chief Negotiator.

Questions and Answers
Coffee Break

Negotiation of Chapter 23, current situation and challenges ahead.

Ms. Adea Pirdeni, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Justice and Deputy Chief Negotiator.
Questions and Answers

Implementing EU legislation in courts

Ms. Manjola Xhaxho, Judge, Court of First Instance in Tirana
Questions and Answers

Lunch break

Role of Media in integration process

Mr. Lutfi Dervishi, Trainer at Investigative journalism lab, lecturer at the Faculty
of Journalists, University of Tirana

Open discussions and closing of Day 2

Venue: Assembly offices, fourth floor, Meeting room for the parliamentary groups.

Moderator: Mr. Armand Skapi, Director of Maritime Law and International Courts, Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs

09:30 - 11:00
11:00 — 11:20
11:20 — 11:40
11:40 — 12:50
12:50 — 13:00
13:00 — 13:50
13:50 — 15:30
15:30 - 16:00

Staged accession for SEE 6, presentation, feedback and concerns

Ms. Milena Lazarevic, Founder and Programme Director of European Policy Centre (CEP).
Questions and Answers
Coffee Break

Challenges and strategies of accession negotiations. Montenegro case.
Lessons learnt

Mr. Aleksander Pejovic, Senior EU Affairs expert and Former Chief Negotiator of
Montenegro with EU.

Questions and Answers
Lunch break

Role of Civil Society in Negotiation Process

Ms. Blerjana Bino, Executive Director, Center "Science and Innovation
for Development" - SCiDEV

Open discussions and closing of Day 3
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9 November 2023

Venue: Assembly offices, fourth floor, Meeting room for the parliamentary groups.

Moderator: Ms. Dafina Peci, Executive Director at National Youth Congress of Albania

10 November 2023

09:30 —10:30
10:30 - 10:45
10:45 — 11:05
11:05 - 12:40
12:40 - 13:00
13:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 16:00

Venue: Europe House

Why the Regional Cooperation is important for EU Accession?

Ms. Admira Jorgji, Diplomat, Director of EU Directorate, Ministry for Europe and
Foreign Affairs

Questions and Answers

Coffee Break

What is the role of Local government in EU integration process?

Ms. Jolanda Trebicka, Team Leader ‘Municipalities for Europe” Project.
Questions and Answers
Lunch break

EU funding during negotiation phase

Mr. Hubert Perr, Head of Cooperation, European Union Delegation to Albania

Open discussions and closing of Day 4

Moderator: Dafina Hysa, Journalist, Author/Moderator of breaking news, Top - Channel

09:30 — 11:00
11:00 — 11:30
11:30 — 12:00
12:00 - 13:15
13:15 - 13:30
13:30 — 1415
1415 - 1515

General Debate on EU enlargement, a Human Development-Centred EU
Enlargement Model

Mr. Dusan Relji¢, Independent consultant on European Affairs, Brussels, Belgium

Questions and Answers
Coffee Break

The need for a strategic role of WB countries in EU foreign policy.

Mr. Ioannis Armakolas, Ph.D, Associate Professor in Comparative Politics of South East
Europe, University of Macedonia in Thessaloniki; Visiting Fellow at the Robert Schuman
Centre for Advanced Studies of the European University Institute in Florence and Senior
Research Fellow, ELIAMEP, Greece.

Questions and Answers

Closing the School and distribution of the certificates.

Mrs. Jorida Tabaku, Chairwoman of the National Committee of European Integration

Mr. Toni Gogu, Deputy Chairman of the National Committee of European Integration

H.E. Ambassador Luigi Soreca, Chargé d'affaires a.i. European Union Delegation to Albania
Mr. Andi Dobrushi, Executive Director, Open Society Foundation Albania

Mr. Genci Gjongaj, Secretary General of the Parliament

Mrs. Stine Klapper, Executive Director of Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Tirana

Group photo and Buffet /Europe House
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Eighth Round






image2.emf
List of participants  SHIE 2023.pdf


List of participants SHIE 2023.pdf
Winners for the European Integration School 2023

6-10 November 2023 (Tirana)

Nr | First Last
Name Name Position
1 | Kostjan | Jano EU Screening officer/ GFA Consulting Group GmbH
2 | Enea Protopapa | Office & Communications Coordinator/FES
3 | Manuela | Kolonjari | Head of Integration Sector/ Municipality of Divjaka
4 | Kejsi Ziu Head of Legal Department/ Audio Media Authority
5 Anxhela | Pasho Specialist of Integration/ Municipality of Permet
6 | Ervin Kujtila Researcher/Institute of Archaeology
7 | Aida Kristo Head of Integration Sector/Municipality of Korga
8 | Aida Malaj Head of Media Sector/Assembly of Albania
9 | Xhuljeta | Krasta Coordinator of Media/SPAK
10 | Blerta Papadhima | Head of Human Resources and Services/TEN Youth Center
11 | Eriona Gela Professor/University of New York Tirana
12 | Vasil Sterjovski | Professor/University “Fan S.Noli”, Kor¢é
13 | Alessia | Reci Researcher /International Relations and Organisations
14 | Zilie Feci Specialist of Human Resources/High Inspector of Justice
15 | Natalia | Stamuli Specialist of Integration/Municipality of Tirana
16 | Era Dragoti Specialist of Policy Sector/Ministry of Justice
17 | Migena | Kegi Director for International Organizations Cooperation/ Assembly of Albania
18 | Nevina | Shtylla Moderator/ Top Channel
19 | Celjeta Pashaj Specialist of Human Resources/ Assembly of Albania
20 | Flavieta | Bala Legal Advisor/ Assembly of Albania
21 | Elion Mykaj Legal Expert, EU Integration and Negotiations Directorate/Ministry of Justice
22 | Marjana | Doda Director & Editor- in-Chief/“Argumentum”
23 | Anita Dogi Specialist of Democratic Party/Assembly of Albania
24 | Ines Shehu Violinist






25 | Blerta Lulaj Head of Sector/Bilateral Cooperation Service/ Assembly of Albania

26 | Bojan Goxheri Senior Expert/ Cooperation Service with International Organizations/ Assembly of Albania
27 | Ernest Hasani Specialist/IPA Financial Management/ Ministry of Finance and Economy
28 | Ervin Sinani Administrative assistant/ASL ROMA3

29 | Joris Dauti Staff/EMA

30 | Ermal Jahaj Legal Advisor/ Assembly of Albania

31 | lir Xhemalaj | Chairman/National Union of Telephone Operators

32 | Dejan Cullafiq Executive Director/Association "Montenegrin Community"

33 | Kelvin Stafuka Specialist of Human Resources/Tirana Regional Directory of Taxes

34 | Ledina | Elezi Project coordinator/Destiny Center for Excellence

35 | Klajdi Pllaha Member/City Council Korgé

36 | Elda Ahmetaj Finance specialist/Ministry of Health

37 | Gersi Hoxha Youth Projects Department Expert/National Youth Agency

38 | Geri Trebicka Project Financial Assistance/Euro Partners Development

39 | Eni Lasku PR Specialist/High Prosecutorial Council
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1 | Erjona Serjani Head of IPARD Payment Authorisation Sectore/Agricultural and Rural Development Agency
2 | Arjula Cibaku International Services Consultant
3 | Blerta Rama Project Manager/Supernova Hub
4 | Ana Abdi Project Manager/ Western Balkans Consulting
5 | Kleodora | Dervishi Interior Designer/ Independent Contractor
6 | Eugerta | Bakiu Legal Assistant/Albanian Radio Television.
7 | Samir Shahini Enterprise Growth Facilitator/ Swisscontact
8 | Enik Shytermeja | Radio-navigation Engineer/ European Space Agency
9 | Auloné | Memeti Public Engagement Coordinator/USAID
10 | Ergi Abdi Specialist/ Ministry of Interior
11 | Flaka Isufi Speech and Language Therapist/Project Coordinator
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Foreword

It is a great pleasure for me, as Chairwomen of the
National Council of European Integration (NCEI),
to continue the already consolidated tradition for the
organization of European School of Integration. The
European School of Integration is an important
activity to support, identify and involve prominent
stakeholders from all institutions, civil society
organizations and other stakeholders who can
contribute with their expertise to Albania's accession
negotiation process in the European Union (EU).
This year we will continue to share professional
experience in integration issues with lecturers from: the European Commission; the University of
Firenze; University of Thessaloniki; as well as with international and regional experts in
negotiation matters from countries such as Serbia and Montenegro. We are all aware the EU
Accession process requires all-inclusiveness, professional experience, and expertise in various
fields as well as the work and efforts from all stakeholders above all the will of the government to
implement the necessary policies for accomplish our historic milestone. This school undoubtedly
serves to the European integration process. | think we need to continue our efforts towards our
great dream, towards EU accession and the organizing of this school, clearly shows our
positioning.

My Heartfelt thanks to H.E Ambassador Luigi Soreca, Charges d’affairs, European Union
Delegation to Albania, who has strongly supported Albania for the opening of accession
negotiations with the European Union. The European dream of Albanians and the work towards
the approximation of the EU legal framework should be focused in guaranteeing democratic
institutions, guaranteeing human rights freedom, media freedom and consolidating a justice system
where everyone is equal before the law, no doubt is helping us to move forward to Europe. To
close, let me thank our partners: the Delegation of the European Union, the Open Society
Foundation for Albania, and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation, Western Balkans Consulting,
without whom the event would not have been possible but also the staff of the NCEI Secretariat
and the Assembly for all the hard work behind that is needed for the realization of this event.

I wish you a successful completion of the 2023 European Integration School!

Chairwoman of the National Council of European Integration Jorida Tabaku
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Who are we?

The National Council of European Integration (NCEI) is the highest national advisory body in
Albania on European integration established by the Law no. 15/2015 as amended to promote and
guarantee the inclusive cooperation among political forces, public institutions and civil society,
and ensure the increase of transparency in the decision-making process on integration matters. It
is headed by the Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on European Integration. The Deputy Chair
is the head of the Albanian delegation at the Parliamentary Stabilisation-Association Committee.

The National Council of European Integration was created as a prerequisite for ensuring broad
national consensus on EU-related reforms and in the EU accession process of Albania, and by
virtue to guarantee the sustainability of such reforms. This broad consultation process will provide
a framework to channel the expertise and energy of all the stakeholders of the Albanian society
into the policymaking and implementation of the EU agenda of Albania.

The National Council of European Integration composition reflects the broad representativeness,
concretely:

e Chairs and Deputy Chairs of permanent parliamentary committees;

e Representatives of parliamentary groups;

e The Chair of the Albanian Delegation at the Parliamentary Stabilisation-Association
Committee;

e The Ombudsman;

e The Minister in charge of Integration and the Minister in charge for negotiations with the
European Union;

e Representatives of the Cabinet of the Prime Minister;

e Representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;

e Representatives of the Cabinet of the President;

e The Prosecutor General;

e The Chair of the Special Prosecutor's Office against Corruption and Organized Crime;

e The Chair of the High Judicial Council, the Chair of the High Prosecution Council, the
High Inspector of Justice;

e Representatives from civil society organisations involved in European integration
matters.

The invitees in the meetings of the National Council, according to the topic of the meeting, are:

e heads of independent constitutional institutions and institutions established by law that
report to and inform the Assembly;
e representatives of the business sector, chambers of commerce and trade unions;
e representatives of the Academy of Sciences and the public University;
e media representatives;
e representatives of international organisations and the diplomatic corps.
5





Some key functions of the National Council:

e promotes cooperation among political forces, state institutions, independent institutions
and civil society organisations in Albania’s integration process in the European Union;

e ensures constant debate/discussion on the policies of European integration implemented by
state institutions with civil society organisations and other stakeholders;

e monitors the implementation of the obligations during of the accession negotiations of the
Republic of Albania in the European Union, gives the relevant recommendations for the
reviewed issues to the responsible institutions and informs the Commission for European
Affairs, as appropriate, of the findings found during the monitoring;

e organizes meetings with interest stakeholders and civil society representatives on issues
related to obligations for opening and closing negotiation chapters;

e holds meetings with the Minister in charge for negotiations with the European Union and
the bodies/structures in charge of European integration;

e advises and gives opinions regarding the progress of the negotiation process.

Why a European Integration School?

The European Integration School (EIS) started as an initiative of the National Council of European
Integration (NCEI), considering the urged need for qualified experts from public institution and
civil society, and for paving the way for an increased and active involvement of all stakeholders
in the implementation of EU-related reforms. As the country is progressing toward the European
Integration process, it becomes eminent establishing and identifying a pool of experts that
potentially will give a contribution to the accession negotiation. The European Integration School
is a pioneer on that regard, combining a tailor-made training on negotiation gathering together civil
servant and civil society actors. It gives a high contribution to preparation of the upcoming
negotiation team and generating a public debate for the country preparation for negotiation.

Obijectives of the EIS:

e Further strengthening the capacities of all relevant stakeholders, on the obligations and
challenges of EU membership;

e Broadening and strengthening the network of trained representatives of public
administration and civil society who will contribute to the process of European integration;

e An added value of the EIS course is the possibility to identify the most prominent
representatives of civil society and encourage their involvement in the accession
negotiations with the EU and fulfil the initial objectives of NCEI as regards capacity
building, such as the strengthening of capacities of all relevant stakeholders, and creation





of a network of trained representatives of civil society who will contribute to the process
of European integration.

The EIS is designed to provide a complete theoretical framework, and help the participants to
improve their negotiating skills through practical methods on effective negotiations. On 7 years of
EIS are trained 262 participants from: line ministries and their sub-ordinates institutions;
independent institutions; academia area; the civil society organizations; municipalities; trade
unions, minorities representatives, journalists and from the parliament. The last EIS was
successfully closed in October 2022 whereas 37 participants partook to a combined week with
lectures providing practical elements of the accession process were conducted by professors from
the different EU member states Universities, high-level national and international level experts for
European Integration as well as numerous invitees from the Albanian Parliament, the Government,
business and media communities.

The main mission of this training course is to achieve increased interaction between all
stakeholders by strengthening the inclusiveness of the reforms in the country’s European
integration process. The course, building on the experience of the European Integration School,
aims to provide in-depth information on European Union: accession negotiations, legal
approximation, most important and challenges of the EU acquis, etc.

Friends of EIS

The European Integration School concept has been embraced since the beginning not only by all
members of NCEI and the Assembly but even by many donors and international organizations
operating in Albania. Thanks, even to their support we made possible the organization and the high
profile of the school. The European Union Delegation in Tirana, Open Society Foundation and
Friedrich Ebert Foundation for Albania, Western Balkans Consulting, have continued to support
the European Integration School for the seventh year by providing not only financial support but
also consulting services for the topics and international experts and as well for the visibility of the
EIS.

This eighth edition of the EIS has an increased number of distinguished international and national
experts. These experts in an interdisciplinary approach will allow all ranges of participants to
deepen their knowledge on a wide category of issues pertaining to European integration. There is
a natural combination of expertise from European Commission, the region, researchers and
professors, journalists. Concrete models of countries that have recently joint the EU, will be an
added value for the participants to make the process requirements more concrete. Furthermore, the
topics that will be delivered this year are broader in compared to the last year EIS. This year EIS
pays specific focus to communication on EU issues that is essential element for the public at large.





Main topics of the EIS 2023 are:

Understanding of negotiations, challenges and strategies of accession (the case of Serbia
and Montenegro) and ;
Negotiation of Chapter 23, current situation and challenges ahead; Implementing EU

legislation in courts and State of Play of Negotiations with EU;
Role of media in the integration process and role of Civil Society in Negotiation Process;

Role of Local government in EU integration process; EU funding during negotiation
phase; Staged accession for SEE 6, presentation, feedback and concerns;

General Debate on EU enlargement and the need for a strategic role of WB countries in
EU foreign policy.

Lectures short bio

Ms.Michela Matuela is Head of the Albania, North
Macedonia Unit in the Directorate General for Neighbourhood
and Enlargement negotiations of the European Commission
since 2014 and Acting Director for the Western Balkans as of
April 2021.

She was previously member of the Cabinet of the
Commissioner for Enlargement and Neighbourhood Policy
(2012-2014), after having worked on the EU accession
negotiations with Croatia (2009-2012) and Romania (2003-

2005) as well on the negotiations for the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with Bosnia
and Herzegovina (2005- 2006).

She has been chargé d'affaires of the EU Delegation in Eritrea, after several years of work in sub-
Saharan Africa (Kenya, Lesotho, Somalia). She holds a degree in Political Economy and an MSc
in Development studies.





Mr. Srdjan Majstorovic is the Chairman of the Governing Board
of the European Policy Centre - CEP. Since December 2017 he is
a member of the Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group
(BIEPAG), public advocacy group dedicated to promotion of the
EU integration process of the Western Balkans region. Mr.
Majstorovic is also member of the Governing Board of the Open
Society Foundation in Serbia. Previously Mr. Majstorovic was
Deputy Director of the European Integration Office of the
Government of Serbia (2005-2017). He also worked in the
Department for European Integration of the Ministry of
International Economic Relations of the Republic of Serbia (2003-2004), as well as in the
Department for European Integration and Multilateral Cooperation in the Region with the former
Federal Ministry of International Economic Relations of the FRY (2001-2003) where he was
responsible for regional cooperation initiatives and organizations. Mr. Majstorovic was a member
of the Negotiating Team for Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union in charge
of political criteria for the EU accession and chapters 23 - Judiciary and fundamental rights and 24
- Justice, freedom and security.

Ms. Adea Pirdeni is the Deputy Minister of Justice of Albania
and Deputy Chief Negotiator of Albania. She is at the same time
the leader of the Negotiating Group for the Accession of the
Republic of Albania to the EU for Chapter 23 on "Judiciary and
Human Rights" and Political Criteria. Ms. Pirdeni is also a
lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of Tirana in the
disciplines of Constitutional Law, Advanced Constitutional Law,
EU Law and Administrative Law. In the wake of professional
experiences, Mrs. Pirdeni has served over the years as an external
trainer at the School of Magistrates, the School of Advocacy of
Albania, the Albanian School of Public Administration and she
has been a legal expert in different projects for the Word Bank, Helvetas, Council
of Europe, GIZ, etc.






Ms. Manjola Xhaxho is a Judge at the District Court of Tirana

and at the Electoral Collage with a focus on civil, and commercial rulings, and at the same time
holds the Judicial Clerk position of the President of the Supreme Court of Albania. Ms. Xhaxho
was also a part-time Lecturer at the University of Law “Luarasi”, “Parashqevi dhe Sevasti Qiriazi”
University, and “Akademia Profesionale e Biznesit” Univesity, lecturing on Contract Law and

Academic Writing, respectively.

Mr. Lutfi Dervishi is an experience journalist, editor, trainer,
lecture of journalism. He is the founder and trainer at Albania

| Center for Quality Journalism.Mr. Dervishi was the Executive
| Director of Transparency International Albania November 2008-
2013. Inthe same time, he is a trainer for journalists in the Media

Institute, lecturer in the University for students of Journalism
Faculty, political commentator in the televisions of Albania etc.

Particular knowledge in areas of investigative journalism, media
communication and communication strategy development.

Ms. Milena Mihajlovic (ex Lazarevic) is one of the founders

and Programme Director of European Policy Centre (CEP), an
independent, non-governmental, think tank based in Belgrade,
Serbia. A proven expert in the field of public administration
reform and European affairs, in 2014-2015 Milena acted as the
Special Adviser to the Serbian Deputy Prime Minister. She
started her career as a civil servant in the EU Integration Office
of the Serbian Government. She is one of the authors of the
Template for a Staged Accession to the European Union, a
comprehensive proposal for reforming and reinvigorating the
EU’s enlargement policy. Milena obtained her BA degree in
European Studies and International Relations at the American
University in Bulgaria as a Soros scholar, and her MA at the
College of Europe, on a King Baudouin Foundation
scholarship.
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Mpr. Aleksandar Andrija Pejovi¢ - former Minister of European
Affairs, former National Coordinator for Pre-Accession Funds,
former Chief Negotiator for Accession of Montenegro to the EU and
former Ambassador to the EU. Currently he is the Member of PES
Presidency and works as a consultant on a number of projects. Apart
from this, he has held numerous positions during his diplomatic and
career in the administration of Montenegro. He holds a degree in
English Language and Literature and a Master degree in
International Relations — European and South East European Studies
in Athens. Currently he is finalising his PhD studies in EU Law at
the Law Faculty in Belgrade. He is a member of MENSA Montenegro, Honorary Captain of the
Boka Navy. He has written two books and is interested in clay modelling.

Ms. Blerjana Bino is the Co-Founder & Executive Director
of Centre Science and Innovation for Development
(SCIDEV), Tirana (Albania) think tank. Ms. Bino works
closely with academia, civil society, policy, and media and
leading a network of outstanding scholars and policy
researchers working on democratic development, good
governance, media and communication, research to society
collaborations and digital transformation. Ms. Bino has
experience as Advisor to Deputy Prime Minister, Prime
Minister’s Office, Council of Ministers, Tirana, Project
Director, Office for Project Development and Partnerships
- European University of Tirana, etc.

Ms. Admira Jorgji is Director of European Union Department,
at the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs of Albania. Ms.
Jorgji has many years of experience in EU policies and EU
integration:

-

Minister Counsellor; Mission of the Republic of Albania to the
European Union, Minister Counsellor; Permanent Mission of the
Republic of Albania to the United Nations, Chargé d'affaires;
General Consulate of Albania in New York, Director; Directorate
of Regional Initiatives, Desk officer of OSCE Unit; General
Directorate of Multilateral Relations; Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Atache of Albanian Embassy in Athens; Greece, Desk officer of
Council of Europe Unit; Directorate of Euro; Atlantic
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Cooperation; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Desk officer of Department of Treaties and Law;
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Dr. Hubert Perr is the Head of Cooperation, Delegation of EU to
Albania. Mr. Perr’s long expertise in the European Commission
since 1996 has focused on budget support and private sector
development. From 2004 until 2008, he held the role of Head of
Sector for Economic Cooperation at the EU Delegation to South
Africa, following the Head of Development EU Delegation role
in Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean (2008-2013), and Kenya
(2017). He has also been appointed Head of Sector for Domestic
Revenue Mobilisation and Taxation (2013-2017) from the DG
DEVCO, responsible for developing cooperation policy in a
broader international framework. Mr. Dr. Hubert Perr has completed his education in Masters in
Economics and Ph.D. in International Management.

Ms. Jolanda Trebicka is an expert in economics and she
has excellent understanding and experience of transition
economies, as a result of 19 years experience in dealing
with the transition reform processes, and of 6 years
experience with the World Bank in the area of support to
public sector reforms in Albania as well as working on
EC and DFID projects. Particular knowledge in areas of
- public administration and institutional reform; - fiscal
impact assessments - wage analysis;- anti-corruption reform; public finance; budget planning and
execution; - aid coordination;- monitoring & evaluation, and assessment of donor’s funded
project/programs;- programming, co-ordination, management and implementation; - project cycle
management ( project drafting, implementation and monitoring); - participatory and accountability
mechanism; - program management and operations procedures; - cross-border cooperation. She
has worked in multinational teams and coordinated team members during the missions and
significant experience in donor coordination. She has significant experience in delivering of
training, coaching and mentoring.
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Mr. Dusan Relji¢ is an European affairs consultant.

Mr. Relji¢ works on international relations and security
with focus on the EU, NATO and southeast Europe;
democratisation, nationalism and ethnic strife as well as
political communication and media performance in
situations of tensions and conflict.

Mr. Relji¢ was also Head of the Brussels office of
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP), the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs in Berlin,
was i.a. senior editor at Radio Free Europe in Munich,
the foreign editor of the Belgrade weekly Vreme, and
cofounder of Beta Press Agency in Belgrade and
researcher and the head of the Media and Democracy Programme at the Dusseldorf-based
European Institute for the Media (EIM), etc.

™ Mr. loannis Armakolas PhD (Cantab) is an Associate

Professor in Comparative Politics of South East Europe at the

Department of Balkan, Slavic and Oriental Studies,

University of Macedonia and Senior Research Fellow &

Head of the South-East Europe Programme at the Hellenic

4 2 Foundation for European & Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP); he's

A\\\ A , also a Visiting Fellow at the Robert Schuman Centre for
Advanced Studles of the European University Institute in Florence.

Mr. Armakolas serves as a member of the Working Group for the formation of the Bilateral Youth
Cooperation Office between Greece and North Macedonia, based on the Prespa Agreement that
solved the so-called ‘name dispute’.

Mr. Armakolas has extensive experience as a consultant with European Commission, USAID,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, DFID, FES and OSF projects in the Western Balkans and
with companies, such as KPMG Consulting Inc., BearingPoint, Coffey International, and TSGN.
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Important links

Public institutions

https://www.parlament.al/integrimi-europian-main/

http://www.punetejashtme.gov.al/

EU institutions

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/albania en

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/about/directorate-general en

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage en

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html

Supporters of the school

www.fes-tirana.org

http://www.osfa.al/tematika/geverisja-dhe-llogaridhenia/integrimi-europian

Some think tanks, media and research organizations

http://www.eab-berlin.eu/en/about-us/

http://www.cife.eu/

http://www.epc.eu/

https://euobserver.com/

http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/page/all-balkans-home
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